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A  NEW  CLASSIFICATION 

SCHEME  FOR  COMMUNITIES 

IN  MASSACHUSETTS 


Description 

Like  most  states  in  America,  Massachusetts  is  not 
monolithic.  Within  its  boundaries  lies  a  wide  range 
of  communities  and  residents.  However,  for  many 
purposes  it  is  simply  not  feasible  to  consider  351 
communities  individually.   For  this  reason,  policy- 
makers, staff  of  state  agencies,  researchers  and 
analysts,  educators  and  the  general  public  find  it 
easier  to  think  in  terms  of  categories  of  communities 
which  have  similar  characteristics,  such  as  "big 
cities"  or  "small  towns."  To  be  useful  as  an  analytic 
tool,  however,  such  designations  should  be  part  of  a 
formal  classification  scheme  based  on  objective  data 
rather  than  on  popular  impressions  which  might  be 
imprecise  or  too  subjective. 

For  over  a  decade  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Education  has  used  a  formal  four  -  category  community 
classification  scheme  --  ( 1 )  big  cities;  (2)  indus- 
trial suburbs;  (3)  residential  suburbs;  and  (4)  other 
(mostly  small  towns).   Based  primarily  on  data  from 
the  1970  Census,  this  scheme  has  become  outdated. 
Many  Massachusetts  communities  have  changed  markedly 
since  that  time  and  new  sources  of  data  have  become 
available  creating  the  need  to  update  and  expand  the 
classification  scheme.   In  response  to  this  need  a  new 
formal  classification  scheme  was  developed  which 
reflects  the  current  range  of  characteristics  of 
Massachusetts  communities.  The  new  categories  are: 

1.  URBANIZED  CENTERS  Manufacturing  and 

commercial  centers; 
densely  populated; 
culturally  diverse 

2.  ECONOMICALLY  DEVELOPED        Suburbs  with  high 
SUBURBS  levels  of  economic 

activity,  social 
complexity;  and 
relatively  high 
income  levels 


3.   GROWTH  COMMUNITIES 


Rapidly  expanding 
communities  in 
transition 


4.   RESIDENTIAL  SUBURBS 


5.   RURAL  ECONOMIC  CENTERS 


6.   SMALL  RURAL  COMMUNITIES 


7.   RESORT/RETIREMENT  AND 
ARTISTIC 


Methodology 


Affluent 

communities  with 
low  levels  of 
economic  activity 

Historic 

manufacturing  and 
commercial 
communities; 
moderate  levels  of 
econonmic  activity 

Small  towns; 
sparsely  populated; 
economically 
undeveloped 

Communities  with 
high  property 
values;  relatively 
low  income  levels, 
and  enclaves  of 
retirees,  artists, 
vacationers  and 
academicians. 


The  new  community  classifications  were  derived  using  a 
statistical  technique  called  "cluster  analysis." 
Through  extensive  study,  consultation,  and 
experimentation,  the  KOC  Working  Group  identified 
fifteen  socio-economic  and  demographic  attributes 
(variables).  These  attributes  were  chosen  because 
they  represent  important  factors  which  differentiate 
communities  from  one  another.   Data  were  obtained  from 
the  1980  U.S.  Census  and  various  state  agencies.   The 
attributes  and  their  definitions  are  listed  on  the 
following  page. 


Community  Attributes 


EQUALIZED  PROPERTY  VALUATION 
PER  CAPITA 


PERCENTAGE  HIGH  INCOME 


PERCENTAGE  LOW  INCOME 


PERCENTAGE  WITH  SOME  COLLEGE 


1984  equalized 
property  valuation 
divided  by  1980 
population. 

Percentage  of  total 
households  whose 
income  exceeded 
$50,000  in  1979. 

Percentage  of  total 
households  whose 
income  was  less 
than  $10,000  in 
1979. 

Percentage  of  all 
adults  aged  25  and 
over  on  January  1 , 
1980  who  had 
completed  at  least 
one  year  of  college 
education. 


MANUFACTURING  ACTIVITY  INDEX 


Composite  index  of 
two  attributes: 

a)  percentage  of 
total  valuation 
derived  from 
industrial 
property,  and 

b)  jobs  in 
manufacturing, 
communication, 
electric,  gas, 
sanitary  services, 
and  transportation; 
divided  by  land 
square  miles. 


COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITY  INDEX 


Composite  index  of 
two  attributes: 
a)  percentage  of 
total  valuation 
derived  from 
commercial  property 
in  1984  and  b)  jobs 
in  wholesale  and 
retail  trade,  fin- 
ance, insurance, 
real  estate  and  all 
other  services  in 
1982;  divided  by 
land  square  miles. 


RESIDENTIAL  INDEX 


Percentage  of  total 
valuation  derived 
from  residential 
property  in  1984. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 


Average  percentage 
of  the  labor  force 
not  employed  during 
1983. 


PERCENTAGE  WHO  RENT 


Percentage  of  the 
population  living 
in  rented  housing 
units. 


HOUSING  AGE 


Percentage  of 
occupied  housing 
units  built  before 
1940. 


PERCENTAGE  MINORITY 


Non-white 
percentage  plus 
Hispanic  white 
percentage. 


PERCENTAGE  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE 


PERCENTAGE  SCHOOL  AGE 


POPULATION  CHANGE 


Percentage  of  the 
population  aged 
five  and  above  who 
speak  a  language 
other  than  English 
at  home,  even  if 
English  is  the 
primary  language. 

Percentage  of  the 
population  aged  5  - 
17  years. 

Percentage  increase 
or  decrease  in 
population  between 
1970  and  1980. 


POPULATION  DENSITY 


Uses  of  Community  Classifications 


Total  persons  in 
1980  divided  by 
land  square  miles 


The  new  kind  of  community  classification  scheme  is  a 
tool  which  can  be  used  for  research,  analysis, 
reporting  and  staff  training.  Statistically 
constructed  on  the  basis  of  socio-economic  and 
demographic  attributes  it  can  be  used  by  a  variety  of 
state  agencies,  public  interest  groups,  businesses  and 
professional  associations.  The  list  below  provides 
specific  examples  of  the  potential  uses  of  the  scheme. 

o  Assess  level  of  resources  (input)  and  performance 
(output)  of  various  clusters. 

o  Improve  sampling  procedure  for  research  and 
evaluation. 


o  More  accurately  identify  service  and  resource 
gaps  which  can  improve  service  delivery 


o  Test  new  allocation  formulas. 

o  Increase  public  understanding  of  implications  of 
reported  data. 

o  Assist  in  identifying  local  and  statewide  trends 
and  in  selecting  appropriate  courses  of  action. 

For  further  information  contact: 

Office  of  Executive  Planning,  Department  of  Education 

1385  Hancock  Street,  Quincy,  Massachusetts  02169 

(617-770-7308). 

A  detailed  explanation  of  the  methodology  used  is 
contained  in  the  Technical  Manual  for  Clustering 
Massachusetts  Cities  and  Towns.  This  manual  and  a 
limited  number  of  state  Kind  of  Community  maps  are 
available  upon  request.   A  state  Kind  of  Community  map 
also  appears  in  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Education  Condition  of  Education,  1985  report,  p.  33. 


MASSACHUSETTS  DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION    KINDS  Of  COMMUNITIES  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 


Urbinixtd  Centers 
i 

ATTLEBORQ 

HAVERHILL 

PROV1NCETOWN 

--REGIONALS-- 

i 

AYER 

HOLYOKE 

QVINCY 

LAVRENCE  VOCATIONAL 

BOSTON 

LAVRENCE 

REVERE 

NORTHAMPTON  SMITH 

BROCKTON 

LEOMINSTER 

SALEM 

WORCESTER  TRADE 

CAMBRIDGE 

LOVELL 

SOMERVILLE 

BERKSHIRE  HILLS 

CHELSEA 

LYNN 

SOUTHBRIDGE 

BRISTOL  PLYMOUTH 

CHICOPEE 

MALDEN 

SPRINGFIELD 

GREATER  FALL  RIVER 

CLINTON 

MAYNARD 

TAUNTON 

GREATER  LAWRENCE 

EVERETT 

MEDFORD 

VALTHAM 

GREATER  NEW  BEDFORD 

FAIRHAVEN 

METHUEN 

WATERTOVN 

GREATER  LOWELL 

FALL  RIVER 

MILFORD 

WEBSTER 

MONTACHUSETT 

FITCHBURG 

NEW  BEDFORD 

VESTFIELD 

NORTHERN  BERKSHIRE 

CARDNER 

NORTH  ADAMS 

VEST  SPRINGFIEl 

SOUTHEASTERN 

GLOUCESTER 

NORTHAMPTON 

WORCESTER 

SOUTHERN  WORCESTER 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

PITTSFIELD 

WHITTIER 

GREENFIELD 

BRISTOL  COUNTY 

EconoBicillj-Detclo 

ped  Sabarbs 
DANVERS         < 

'  NATICK 

«  TEWKSBURY 

»  ACTON-           i 

— REGIONAL5-- 

»  ANDOVER          « 

DEDHAM          < 

I  NEEDHAM 

t  WAKEFIELD 

ACTON  BOIBOROUGH 

«  ARLINGTON        < 

i  EAST  LONGMEADOV   ' 

'  NEVTON 

VALPOLE 

CONCORD  CARLISLE 

•  ASHLAND          i 

FOIBOROUGH       ' 

i  NORTH  ANDOVER 

WELLESLEY 

NORTHBORO  SOUTHBORO 

*  AUBURN          i 

FRAMINGHAH       < 

>  NORTHBOROUGH 

WESTBOROUGH 

ASSABET  VALLEY 

*  AVON            i 

FRANKLIN        ' 

i  NORVOOD 

WEST  BOYLSTON 

BLUE  HILLS 

»  BEDFORD          i 

>  GRAFTON         i 

>  PEABODY 

WESTWOOD 

QUINOBIN 

«  BELMONT          I 

HOLBROOK        ' 

'  RANDOLPH 

WEYMOUTH 

SOUTH  MIDDLESEX 

*  BEVERLY          I 

i  HUDSON          < 

»  READING 

WILMINGTON 

MiNUTEHAN  * 

•  BILLERICA        , 

i  LEXINGTON        ' 

i  SAUGUS 

WINCHESTER 

NASKOBA  VALLEY 

*  BRAINTREE        , 

'  LITTLETON        > 

>  SHREWSBURY 

VOBURN 

NORTHEAST  METRO 

«  BROOKLINE        , 

HARBLEKEAD       < 

i  SOMERSET 

NORTH  SHORE 

*  BURLINGTON       , 

>  MARLBOROUGH      < 

■  SOUTH  HADLCY 

SHAWSHEEN  VALLEY 

•  CANTON          , 

HELROSE         i 

STONEHAM 

TRI  COUNTY 

•  CKELM5F0RD       ( 

>  MI  DDL ETON       < 

'  STOUGHTON 

ESSEX  COUNTY 

•  CONCORD          , 

MILTON          ■ 

i  SVAHPSCOTT 

NORFOLK  COUNTY 

Growth  Coisanitifs 

*  ROCHESTER 

»  — REGIONALS-- 

*  AGAVAM          t 

>  HARWICH         I 

«  AMHERST         < 

i  KINGSTON        i 

'  ROVLEY 

'  AMHERST  PELHAM 

»  BARNSTABLE        < 

>  LANCASTER       f 

>  SALISBURY 

*  ASHBURNHAN  WESTMINSTER 

•  BELCHERTOVN      < 

i  LENOI           I 

>  SEEKONK 

»  BRIDGEVATER  RAYNHAH 

I 

*  BELLINGHAM       < 

»  LUDLOW          i 

»  SOUTHWICK 

DENNIS  YARMOUTH 

*  BOURNE           I 

>  LUNENBURG       < 

i  STURBRIDGE 

FREETOWN  LAKEVILLE 

•  BRIDGEVATER      I 

i  MANSFIELD 

>  SUNDERLAND 

NEW  SALEM  WCNOELL 

'  CARVER 

>  MARION 

>  SWANSEA 

OLD  ROCHESTER 

»  DARTMOUTH 

»  MASHPEE 

i  TYNGSBOROUGH 

PLYMOUTH  CARVER 

»  DRACUT           , 

1  NATTAPOISETT 

>  WAREHAM 

SILVER  LAKE 

•  EAST  BRIDGEVATER 

'  NORTON 

I  WENDELL 

TANTASQUA 

«  FALMOUTH 

>  PEMBROKE 

i  WESTMINSTER 

TRITON 

•  FREETOWN 

»  PLAINVILLE 

•  WESTPORT 

CAPE  COD 

'  GRANBY 

i  PLYMOUTH 

i  YARMOUTH 

OLD  COLONY 

*  HANSON 

»  PLYMPTON 

UPPER  CAPE  COD 

»  HARVARD 

»  RAYNHAM 

Resident 1a1  Suburbs 

•  MEDUAY 

<  SHARON 

<  BERLIN 

*   HAMILTON 

— REGIONALS-- 

«  BOLTON 

*  HAMPDEN 

*  MENDON 

(  SHERBORN 

BERLIN  BOYLSTON 

•  BOXBOROUCH 

*  HANOVER 

»  MILLIS 

*  50UTHBOROUGH 

DOVER  SHERBORN 

«  BOXFORD 

«  H INGHAM 

»  MONTGOMERY 

«  STERLING 

GROTON  DUNSTABLE 

»  BOYLSTON 

»  HOLDEN 

*  NORFOLK 

*  STOV 

HAMILTON  VENHAM 

«  CARLISLE 

«  HOLLISTON 

«  NORTH  READING 

t  SUDBURY 

HAMPDEN  VILBRAHAM 

i  COHASSET 

*  HOPKINTON 

«  NORVELL 

•  TOPSFIELD 

KING  PHILIP 

*  DOVER 

»  LINCOLN 

»  PAITON 

*  VAYLAND 

LINCOLN  SUDBURY 

«  DUNSTABLE 

*  LONGMEADOV 

■  PELHAH 

*  VENHAH 

MASCONOMET 

<  DUIBURT 

»  LYNNFIELD 

»  PRINCETON 

*  VESTFORD 

MENDON  UPTON 

•  EASTON 

•  MANCHESTER 

•  RICHMOND 

VESTHAMPTON 

NASHOBA 

t   GEORGETOWN 

*  MARSHFIELO 

*  SANDVICH 

VESTON 

PENTUCKET 

»  GROTON 

»  MEDFIELD 

*  SCITUATE 

VILBRAHAM 

WACHUSETT 

*  GROVELAND 

Roril  Econoiic  Cen 

lers 

i  DUDLEY 

»  HONSON 

TEMPLETON 

<  AB1NGTON        < 

CENTRAL  BERKSHIRE 

»  ACUSHNET        « 

>  EAST  BROOKFIELD 

«  MONTAGUE 

UXBRIDGE 

DUDLEY  CHARLTON 

*  ADAMS           i 

i  EASTHANPTON 

*  NEV  BRAINTREE 

VARE 

FRONTIER 

»  AMESBURY        < 

>  ERVING 

»  NEVBURYPORT 

VARREN 

GILL  MONTAGUE 

«  ATHOL           i 

>  GILL 

«  NORTH  ATTLEBOROUGH  WE5T  BRIDGEWATER 

MOHAWK  TRAIL 

«  BARRE 

»  HARDVICK 

*  NORTHBRIDGE 

VEST  BROOKFIELD 

NARRACANSETT 

*  BERNARDSTON      i 

>  HATFIELD 

■  NORTH  BROOKFIELD 

VHITMAN 

PIONEER 

t  BLACKSTONE       , 

>  HINSDALE 

«  NORTHFIELD 

WILLIAMSBURG 

QUABBIN 

*  BROOKFIELD       , 

>  HOPEDALE 

*  ORANGE 

VINCHENDON 

RALPH  C  HAHAR 

*  BUCKLAND         , 

>  HULL 

*  OXFORD 

VINTHROP 

SPENCER-E  BRKFLD 

*  CHESHIRE 

>  LEE 

*  PALMER 

WRENTHAM 

WARREN-W  BRKFLD 

•  CHESTER 

'  LEICESTER 

«  ROCKLAND 

--REGIONALS" 

WHITMAN  HANSON 

•  CLARKSBURG       , 

'  MERRIMAC 

*  RUSSELL 

ADAHS  CHESHIRE 

BLACKSTONE  VALLEY 

»  COLRAIN 

»  HIDDLEBOROUGK 

*  SHELBURNE 

ATHOL  ROYALSTON 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY 

»  DALTON          ( 

>  MILLBURY 

<  SHIRLEY 

BLACKSTONE-MLVLE 

PATHFINDER 

*  DEERFIELD 

«  MILLVILLE 

*  SPENCER 

BUCKLAND  SHELBURNE  iQm   SH0R£ 

«  DIGHTON         , 

►  MONROE 

Sit  1 1  Raul  Couani 
i 

«  ASHBURNHAK       i 

ties 

I  GOSHEN 

*  MIDDLEFIELD 

•  REHOBOTH 

«  WEST  NEWBURY 

*  ASHBY           i 

>  GRANVILLE 

•  MT  WASHINGTON 

«  ROYALSTON 

•  WORTHINGTON 

»  BECKET          i 

>  HALIFAI 

*  NEVBURY 

«  RUTLAND 

*  —  REGIONALS— 

•  BERKLEY         I 

'  HANCOCK 

*  NEV  SALEM 

«  SAVOY 

*  DIGHTON  RHBTH 

»  BLANDFORD        i 

>  HEATH 

*  OAKHAM 

«  SOUTHAMPTON 

•  GATEWAY 

*  BRIHFIELD        i 

>  HOLLAND 

»  OTIS 

«  suhon 

•  HAMPSHIRE 

»  CHARLEHONT       i 

>  HUBBARDSTON 

'  PEPPERELL 

»  TOLLAND 

»  HAWLEMONT 

•  CHARLTON        i 

'  HUNTINGTON 

*  PERU 

«  TOWNS END 

»  NORTH  MIDDLESEI 

•  CHESTERFIELO     < 

>  LAKEVILLE 

»  PETERSHAM 

»  WALES 

*  DOUGLAS         i 

>  LANESBOROUGH 

*  PHILLIPSTON 

•  WARWICK 

*  FLORIDA         I 

LEYDEN 

«  PLAINFIELD 

•  WASHINGTON 

Resort/  Retireient/ 
7 

■  ALFORD 

Artistic 

'  EGREMONT 

»  NANTUCKET 

»  STOCKBRIDGE 

1  WINDSOR 

■  ASHFIELD         ' 

■  ESSEI 

»  NEV  ASHFORD 

*   TI5BURY 

•  --RECIONALS-- 

1  BREVSTER 

'  GAY  HEAD 

*  NEV  MARLBOROUGH 

*  TRURO 

«  NAUSET 

«  CHATHAM 

•  COSNOLD 

*  OAK  BLUFFS 

*  TYR INGHAM 

"  MARTHAS  VINEYARD 

•  CHILHARK 

•  HADLEY 

•  ORLEANS 

»  UPTON 

•  MOUNT  GREYLQCK 

'  CONVAY 

»  HAVLEY 

•  ROCKPORT 

»  VELLFLEET 

*  SOUTHERN  BRXSHR 

•  CUHMINCTON 

»  IPSVICH 

»  ROVE 

•  WEST  STOCKBRIDGE 

1  DENNIS 

»  LEVERETT 

*  SANDISFIELD 

«  VEST  TISBURY 

•  EASTHAH 

•  MONTEREY 

»  SHEFFIELD 

•  WHATELY 

•  EDGARTOVN 

»  NAHANT 

•  SHUTESBURY 

•  VILLIAMSTOVN 

c 

O 


GO  OJ 
00  co 
en  en 

:r  o 


o 
ro 
I— » 


O 
O 

o 

CO 


(/) 

fD 
c+ 

co 


O 
-5    fD 
fD  T3 

fD    Qj 


fD 

Z3 


O 


• 

CD 

-u 

GO  Z 

O 

fD 

•      O 

CO 

en  -j 

TD           13 

C+ 

en  3 

:>  -CJT3 

O 

cr>  -•. 

•— '  O    "1 

3 

ro  c+ 

O  CO    O 

* 

GO 

f+  -t> 

zz. 

o,    -•• 

3S 

o 

CQ    r+ 

> 

• 

fD 

